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Open Hearts

With 1.65 million under the poverty line, an Israeli aid organisation based in Rishon L'Tzion and called Pitchon Lev/Open Heart ,
has for the last 10 years, sought to reach out to needy people with food assistance. Vehicles that pick up donated food and
deliver to hundreds of housebound and other needy persons are essential to the project. “The vans are the oxygen of the
operation”, says Doron Klein, development coordinator for Pitchon Lev.

When ICEJ AID heard that the urgent replacement of aging delivery vehicles was required, the decision was made to supply one
of those vehicles. Pitchon Lev staff and volunteers speak of the ‘miracle’ of this provision, coming as it did just in time for the
important and expanded food distribution carried out before the Jewish Holiday of Rosh Hashanah last year. Its impact though
reached beyond the organization. On the van the ICEJ logo and the message ‘Israel, you are not alone’ evoked many questions
“Do Christians love us”? “Are you sure they were Christians who donated this”?

Now, thanks to the ICEJ Branches of Australia, Finland and New Zealand committing to cover the monthly cost of a leased
vehicle, it has been possible to replace another van.

A Feast of Tabernacles Visit

During the recent ICEJ Feast of Tabernacles celebrations, ICEJ AID staff had the pleasure of taking representatives from the
three Branches to hear first hand about the work of Pitchon Lev. This special
visit included viewing the new van with its encouraging message stating that
Christians from these nations stood with Israel. The van stood in a car park
under a Shopping Centre. Above were the usual array of shops, bright displays,
coffee shops and restaurants. People shop and socialize while mostly unaware
that there is a different kind of shopping mall under their feet. Every Thursday,
part of this car park is transformed into one to where hundreds of needy
persons come and purchase bags of food for one shekel or even pay nothing if
they cannot afford that. Clothes and household goods are also available and
free haircuts and legal advice is on hand from volunteer hairdressers and
student lawyers. The people who come are not spoken about as ‘needy’; they

are customers and treated with the dignity afforded to customers. Volunteers
do their best to turn the uninviting environment of a car park into a warm and friendly place. Over 100 volunteers are drawn
from the ranks of soldiers, police, youth movements, people from Israel’s Hi-Tech industry, as well as other citizens who freely
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give their time.
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and yeshivot who receive supplementary food supplies. The
elderly receive special attention and friendship.




Christian Love Expressed
Pitchon Lev does not receive any government assistance, and is completely dependant on donors. The gift of a second food
delivery van completes the number of vehicles required for their operations and was the source of tremendous encouragement.

The Pitchon Lev staff considers the relationship with ICEJ a warm and genuine one and more than just a donor-recipient
relationship. Apart from the value of the donation they say, it demonstrates the shared values of Christians and Jews. A vehicle
that displays the name and message of caring Christians in such a vital aid project helps to overcome the prejudice and
misunderstandings that sadly exist.

ICEJ AID needs to fulfill the short fall of the commitment. Donations would be very much appreciated. We

invite you to be a part of this important project by writing to icejaid@icej.com and telling us that you can
commit on a monthly basis.

A Helping Hand in Haifa

The Arab community of Haifa did not join the mass exodus of Arab residents during the 1948 war of independence thereby
standing with the new State. The city’s Arab population is 10% which includes 36% Moslems and 64% Christians, who reside
mainly in 5 different neighbourhoods.

The Arab community though faces many social problems and the Social Development Committee, an Arab community initiative,

was established to address these problems. It seeks to be a bridge of understanding between Israelis and Palestinians and also
to build a new society through projects, at the same time preserving Arab history and culture.

In discussions with the Social Development Committee's team, ICEJ AID staff have been impressed with the professional manner
and their dedication to improving the conditions of their community and to Arab-Jewish reconciliation.

Empowering Women

Arab women have not always had opportunities for job training and lack self-confidence to seek employment. ICEJ AID
therefore, contributed to a special course intended to provide the women with knowledge regarding assimilation in the
workforce or setting up a home business. It taught the participants marketable arts and crafts skills that would allow the
women to work from their own homes.

Achievements

Most women in the course, had by the end, crafted over a dozen projects. They also
enjoyed lectures and trips. An exhibition allowed them to present and market their
handiwork to the wider community. Over the three days, more than 200 people
visited the exhibition at the Social Development Committee Centre, and each woman
sold some of her wares; more importantly; some women were commissioned to
create new serving platters or other crafts. In addition to the actual money raised by
selling the handicrafts, the women gained confidence in their work.

For these women, the ability to supplement their family's income has been a

wonderful gift, given in the name of Christians worldwide. For the hardworking staff
and volunteers of the Social Development Committee, ICEJ AID’s contribution to this important project, has been a tremendous
encouragement.

WINTER IS COMING!

PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY SO THAT ICEJ AID CAN DISTRIBUTE BLANKETS TO ISRAEL’S NEEDY. MARK
YOUR DONATIONS ‘WINTER NEEDS’

Vi s i tIntdrn@tiénkl’'web siteto learn more about ICEJ AID
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